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Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:
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RE: Proceeding # 01-348 Af1R I. 9 2002
Comments of Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative

Fedellll Com~umcarlo"s ~OllltlllSSIOII

In 1995, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative began offering DIRECTV to helpOfffi'lt~e_ of
the rural customer-owners in Northwest Iowa by providing high-quality television
programming to those citizens who did not have access to multi-channel programming. Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative (ILEC) currently provides DIRECTV programming to over 6,500
homes, in an eight (8) county area in rural Iowa consisting of 45,500 homes. Today, over six
years later, approximately 54% ofthe homes in our service territory still do not have access to
digital cable and rely exclusively on satellite technology for the delivery of digital
programmmg.

Our Cooperative's founding principles are based on the belief that rural Americans are entitled
to the same benefits and advantages as those enjoyed in the urban markets. Rural America is
entitled to emerging telecommunication choices and opportunities; one (I) source of
programming in rural American cannot offer those choices or opportunities to the rural
consumer. Because ILEC believes the proposed merger between EchoStar and DIRECTV
will create a satellite monopoly in rural America, ILEC strongly opposes this merger based on
the following concerns:

• Although EchoStar has "suggested" a national pricing plan that would guarantee rural
Americans receive the same competitive prices as in urban markets, a flat rate plan across
the United States does not keep prices continuously in check· as compared to real
competition between competitors.

• Beyond price, the proposed merger would give EchoStar and the "Dish" the market power
with programmers to negotiate only the prices Mr. Ergen is willing to pay and the
programmers either agree or are ignored. Rural Americans will haye acc~Js only to the
programming EchoStar chooses to offer while publicinter~~ rae 0

A Touchstone Energy· Cooperative
The power of human connections
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• Quality and service go hand in hand with competition. In our Cooperative's DIRECTV
service territory, the local cable programming quality and selection has improved over the
last few years in an effort to directly compete with the digital satellite service.

• At this time, both DIRECTV and EchoStar offer High Speed Internet services through a
satellite system. If the proposed merger were approved, EchoStar would control nearly all
of the nation's satellite broadband Internet services. This proposed merger has already
had profound effects on the expansion to Ka-band and other high-speed Internet
technologies for the future by limiting competitors.

• EchoStar and DIRECTV claim the combined spectrum of the two (2) satellite companies
will enable an expansion of local-into-Iocal channels to more markets. However, by
using existing capacity, both DIRECTV and EchoStar could expand local carriage to the
top 110 designated market areas (DMA). Mr. Ergen has stated that even if the merger
goes through he does not plan to expand local-into-Iocal service beyond the top one
hundred (100) markets out of21O total DMA markets in the nation. Ninety-five percent
(95%) of ILEC's customers are far below the top one hundred (100) markets such as
Sioux City, Iowa (#144) and Mankato, Minnesota (#196).

Mr. Chairman, I hope that you share our many concerns on the effects the proposed merger
between EchoStar and DIRECTV would have on the rural consumer. Because the merger
between EchoStar and DIRECTV would not be in the best interest of consumers, I strongly
recommend that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) not support any merger that
would leave over 10 million rural consumers with fewer choices, today and tomorrow.

Sincerely,

~:run~~
Executive Vice PresidenUGeneral Manager
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
1724 Central Avenue, P.O. Box 77
Estherville, IA 51334-0077
712-362-7870 ext. 225

Electronically submitted February 22, 2002 - Confirmation #2002222158691
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L. R. Chapman
18 Frontenac Estates Dr.

St. Louis, Mo. 63131
February 21,2002

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chainnan RECEIVED
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.w. iWR to 9 2002
Washington, D.C. 20554

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Dear Chairman Powell,
FelI81l11 CommuniCilio,,, CommISSIon

Office of Secrcllly

It's interesting to me that so many Congressmen are objecting to the Echo StarlDirect TV deal because of
potential price gouging in rural areas from such a combination. Yet, no Congressman seems to care that
we have that today with the monopoly enjoyed by the various cable companies throughout the country.

In truth cities across the country can do little but renew cable franchises for very long periods because the
public does insist on access. But the cities have so little power. They are lucky to get some service quality
upgrades and the like when doing so---but can do absolutely nothing with respect to pricing. Ifmy
experience is representative, and I believe it is, then the cable companies are guilty ofprice gouging now in
their own selft interest.

Allow me to share my experience and make a suggestion for improvement. I enclose copies ofmy Charter
Communications bill for the end of 1999 in the amount of $33.02 for Basic and Extended Service and the
one I just received for the same services in the amount of $48.51. [This new rate, incideutaIly went into
effect in Dec. 2001.] So in just three years my cable bill for the same services has been raised by 47%1!
And yet, we all know that the cost of living index has increased by less than 10% over the same time
period. I consider that unfettered, price gouging by a monopoly!

Now I'm told we have more channels to watch but they are ofno interest to me and I couldn't tell anyone
what they are. I'm sure some programming costs have gone up for the cable companies, but I very much
doubt they have gone up anywhere close to 47% across the board. In my opinion the cable companies, at
least Charter, are simply using their unmitigated, monopolist pricing power to increase their~ flow and
operating earnings as they wish to satisfy shareholders--in particular controlling shareholders'sUch as
Allen, the Microsoft billionaire, in Charter's case. Also, please refer to a copy ofan article in a recent Wall
Street Journal enclosed. I had no idea that cable companies enjoyed 35 to 45% of revenues as operating
profit. I spent my entire career in business and my last 10 as a CEO before I retired. I never witnessed
such operating profit margins in any business with which I was associated and doubt that there are few
companies that can compare.

I understand you are a free/open markets kind ofguy. And fundamentaly, I agree with you--but I was
always in a business where there was siguificant competition and the market dictated pricing. When that is
not the case, and only one company can provide a product or service in a given territory, I believe that
legislation or regulation is required with respect to pricing in fairness to the consumer while still allowing a
company to earn a reasonable margin and retum on invested capital.

With respect to cable companies, I have a suggestion. The FCC should establish a "fair" base price for
"basic cable" in all territories across the country to provide a fair return on existing invested capital, but not
to cover new investment intended to provide new services which should stand on their own and are a normal
business risk issue in anticipation of future earnings for most companies, and should, in turn, be subject to
future income and earnings based on future sales of such services. The "basic cable" package should

No. of CQIlies reG'd,,--_D__
LiSlASCDE



provide 8 to 10 channels only. They would be the local 4 or 5 broadeuters plus 4 to 5 rolltinely VIlItchlld
cable channels such as CNN, ESPN, etc. Beyond that, then, the consumer could buy ado:litioMl dlalmeltl
one at a time. Each would be priced on what the market would bear. PeIhllps as little Is 25 eenu per
month or as much a $5.00 per month---or again, whatever the market would bear. The key is to lilt. fhe
market dictate price based on the value as perceived by the consumer--- lfid not let the cable COrrltlanies
simply add channels as they choose and then charge the consumer whit evllt they wish. This would also
address the issue ofhow much the companies thilt provide programrrllllg charge since they, too, would be
subject to market forces. Cable companies would object to administrlltive costs, but in this day llnd age of
computers [technology] I don't believe that would be material---and I daresay people could sign up for
channels or stop service via a touch tone phone or over the Internet or whatever at little cost to the cable
compames.

It seems to me, Chairman Powell, that such an approach would be consistent with your beliefthat the
marketplace should dictate choice and price but with nominal regulation on the "basic cable" package to
recognize we are dealing with monopolies.

The only other hope is that satelite service can truly become competitive and a viable ahemative. Today
that is not the case vis a vis cable with the limitation thAt multiple receivers cannot get difIlIrnet chanllels
from one dish. In that respect, I personally would support the Echo Star acquisition ofDireet TV to give
them the scale and resources to overcome this deficiency and become a true competitor to cable. And it
seems to me the FCC could establish a covenant in such a deal that would assure that rural areas [without
access to cable] would not be gouged but priced consistently with their urbAn counterpArts.

Thank you for listening-I can only hope you will give this matter your attention.

:?~~~-=~
,;<

L. R. Chapman

c/c: Members of Congress
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2/16/02 3/15/02 NONE DUE 2/11/02

THANK YOU FOR ELECTING TO USE OUR
AUTO-PAY OPTION! YOUR CHARGES FOR
CABLE SERVICE WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY
DEDUCTED FROM THE ACCOUNT YOU
DESIGNATED ON YOUR DUE DATE OF THE
2ND. THE AMOUNT WITHDRAWN MAY VARY DUE
TO MONTHLY BILLING ACTIVITY.
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II FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL II

636-207-7011 II
II

II FO REPAIR SERVICE, PHONE II
II RE S. AVAILABLE 24 HOURS. II

U~ ~~ CALL 636-207-7022 II
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

..~.NllMii~".
10314-616109-01-7

1/15 BEGINNING BALANCE 48.50

2/01 PAYMENT-THANK YOU 48.50-
2/16- 3/15 BASIC SVC 13.67
2/16- 3/15 EXPANDED SERVICE 32.18
2/16- 3/15 1 ADD't, OUTlET .00
2/16- 3/15 FRANCHISE FEE 2.6.4-
2/16- 3/15 FCC ADMIN FEE

2/15 BALANCE MONTH E D 48.51

FEB 16 THRU MAR IS, 20

~.~.h!.r..er
FOR- 18 FRONTENAC DR

WE VALUE YOU AS A CUSTOMER!

CHARTER
COMMUNICATIONS

FOR- 18 FRONTENAC DR

"~!l! NU'l!i1~ ~I~D ffl9."'··..:B~~:rCl Pl\TEillllE
10313-116109-01-4 12/16/98 1/15/99 01/02/99

THE PROMPT MANNER IN WHICH YOUR
ACCOUNT HAS BEEN PAID IS APPRECIATED.

E VALUE YOU AS~ CUSTOMER!

~M'
I

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111
II FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL II
II 207-7011 II
II II
II FOR REPAIR SERVICE, PHONE II

_~~~~11 REPS. AVAILABLE 24 HOURS. II
• CALL 207-7022 II

1111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

11/15 BEGINNING BALANCE 33.02

12/03 PAYMENT 33.02-
12/16- 1/15 BASIC SVC TI ER 11.71
12/16- 1/15 EXPANDED SERVICE 19.63
12/16- 1/15 FRANCHISE FEE
12/16- 1/15 FCC ADMIN FEE

12/15 BALANCE DUE 33.02

DEC 16 THRU JAN IS, 999

PAYING YOUR CABLE BILL HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! WITH AUTO-PAY, YOUR CABLE BILL
CAN BE PAID DIRECTLY FROM YOUR CHECKING ACCOUNT-SAVING YOU TIME AND MONEY!
CALL 207-7011 TO ENROLL NOW!
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Federal Com!llu'1ieations CommltiSIOD
Office Of Secrelaly

Mr. Michael Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

February 20, 2002

Dear Chairman Powell:

Economic development in Montana in the 21 st century means working hard to use
every resource at our disposal to help existing businesses grow and encourage new
businesses to make Montana their home.

An important resource in that endeavor is broadband internet access. As you
know, rural areas have some limitations in that regard that require creative solutions that
may not be necessary in more urban markets. Because major portions of our state and
even parts of our larger communities like Kalispell are outside the current service area for
traditional, fiber or cable based broadband providers, their e-commerce potential relies on
their ability to access reliable, affordable broadband access.

I am encouraged by the promise of exactly this kind of increased access that may
result from the merger of DirecTV and EchoStar (Docket #01-348). By eliminating the
duplication of a large amount of television programming that takes up valuable satellite
spectrum, the merged company will be able to significantly add to its current capability to
provide the reliable, cost effective broadband internet capability rural communities like
ours need to be able to compete in the new economy.

I hope you will consider these benefits as you weigh the pros and cons of this
important merger.

CC: The Honorable Max Baucus

\.

sm'=lYYij
e h H. Unterr mer, President
IsJiell Area Chamber of Commerce
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Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Reference: 01-348
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

REceIVED
APR ~ 9 2002:

Fed.,., C:munlCations CommISSIOn
oe of SecrQly

1 am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR Communications and Hughes
Electronics Corporation.

There are in my opinion several advantages this merger could provide: 1) More programming
choices; 2) Access to both rural and urban areas in America; and 3) Lower costs to the consumer.

Again, there are numerous advantages to this merger, all of which are consumer friendly. Please
support this merger.

Susan Severino
1317 Merle Hay Road
Des Moines, 1A 50311

D
~o. 01 Copies rec'dL< _

~Ist Af3CQE
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March 6, 2002

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Reference: 01-348
445 12th Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

nob nrlinkhorst
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Twenty-Second District
Statehouse: (515) 281-3221

e-mail-bob.brunkhorst@legis.state.ia.us

HOME ADDRESS
419 3'd Avenue SW

Waverly, Iowa 50677
Home: (319) 352-0065

1Il0U.lit of iR.eprt.litnUltiUt.li
State of Iowa

Seventy-Ninth General Assembly
STATEHOUSE

lies fIIoilles. llo111a 50319

COMMITTEES
Appropriations, Vice Chair
Education
Environmental Protection
Human Resources

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMfITEE

Education

£;P~~

!/7Y!
(J RECEIVED

~PR t. 9 2002

Dear Mr. Powell: Fed.raI Com!"umcallO:IS CommlS8ion
OffICe of SeCrq~/

I am writing you to express my concern and support regarding the merger between ECHOSTAR
and Hughes Electronics Corporation.

There are in my opinion several advantages this merger could provide over the current system.

1. Provide more programming choices.
2. Provide access not only to urban but also to rural America.
3. Consumers would enjoy lower costs.

I urge you to consider the numerous advantages this merger would bring forth. All of which are
consumer friendly. Please, as I do, give your support to this merger.

Sincerely,

f?;4~
Bob Brunkhorst, FLMI, ACS, AIAA
State Representative

i)
No. 01 CQPilllreG'd, _
UstABCDE
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LINCOLN A1,.MOND
GOVERNOR

December 26,2001

Mr. Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communicalions Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

u!----?yl
RECEIVED
APR I. 9 2002'

Dear Mr. Powell:
FM.III Com!DunieatioilS CommlSBlon

OffIce Of Sscl'01lJy

1am wriling to urge your department to give due consideration to the proposed merger be~een
Echoslar Communicalions Corporation and Hughes Electronics Corporation (DIRECTV).

Proponents of the merger believe that it would represent the neltt step in the development of
healthy competition be~een the cable and satellite ltldu~lrles. It could also hasten the
availability of Internet broadband access for rural consumers - something that policymakers at all
levels believe would be positive for the economy.

Opponents of the merger raise antitrust issues and these should be carefully considered. The
cable industry, however, has a monopoly presence in many areas.

The people of Rhode Island have benefited from the introduction of satellite service and will
continue to benefit from even more robust competition be~een the cable and satellite industries.
It is my hope your department will promptly and thoroughly review this merger and give it every
consideration.

Sincerely,

Lincoln Almond

o
,I Copies rec'dL- _
·'''3COE
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Dear Mr. Powell:

December 17, 2001

Michael Powell, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
Washington, D.C.

Prehlad S. U.i£b,her. M.D.
42814 Olllyer Ct.

Ashburn, VA 20148
703·726·0334

tx FAX 703.726·0335

PARi€ OR LA

TE !'ILED () ( / 31 '1
RECEIVED
APR .: 9 2002,

FecI./If Communications Comm"'l0
I understand that Dish Network (Echostar) is in the pr~"~ n
acquiring Direct TV from General Motors Corp. I am of the opinion
that the acquisition by Dish Network would create a monopoly in the
satellite TV market. The result of this would be damaging to
American consumers resulting in increased charges, poor
performance, and poor treatment of consumers.

I recommend that you do not approve or recommend such an
acquisition by Dish Network.

Thank you.

. ..

cJ
., :~Qpias rec'd, _
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APR L 9 2002,
Board 01 DiN!!Clol>

Presiclt!nt
Cherrelyn A Napole
Black Unittd Fund
af Calarodo

Vice-w.tt
Pastor leah M. Emenoo
The Glo<IIer Mom> tlwI.....
Mlnlolotiol A1lilil1«t

......,
Ro",llnd 1leo" Hom'
Urban 5,*"""' Newspaper

tlM.-
Po~Icl. E Groen
Cok.rodo Black Chamber
ofCammetee

Mit:::hool B. Hancock
utbon league af
Metropolitan Denver

Manalo N. Upshaw
Denver Branch NAACP

A Trademark of
Black Star Communications

Tracy Jenkins
Vice President &
General Manager

FcbMty ... 2002

the Honol'llble Michael Powell
Chlllrmlltl
Fldllfll1 Cummunllnltlons Commission
44~ 12'" St. S,W,
Wuhlngton. D,C, 20~~"

bear Mr, Chlllrmllll:

Black Star Communllnltlonllill submitting this letter in support of the merger
between EchoStlIt Communllnltlons Corporation and Hughes Electronics'
Direct TV. Black Stilt Communllnltlol\lil is a non-profit organization that
created CoLours TV, a multlcultutllllllld multi-ethnic programming network,
which features positive imil.!\'l!i of pooplll of color.

Black Star Communications was fOunded In Denver, Colorado by a cross
section of civil rights and non-profit orgtlJ1ltlltlol1.s such as the NAACP, the
Urban League, Black United Fund of Colol'lldu. 'the Greater Metro Denver
Ministerial Alliance, and the Colorado Black Chllmber of Commerce. We
created CoLours TV for the purpose ofbuilding bridges across the cultural
divide. Our programming features the faces and issues of African, Asian,
Latin, and Native American people. Because of EchoStar, our programming
is seen in 3.2 million households across the United States.

As you know, the merger of these two companies would eliminate the
duplication ofnetworks carried by both EchoStar and Direct TV. The result
of this situation would allow for the launch of other non-profit and diverse
programming networks.

5900 E. 39th Ave., Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80207

Phane 303.331.0339
Fax 303.388.3523
www.colourstv.org

EchoStar has a record of accomplishment for carrying ethnically diverse
channels and we applaud their efforts to add more when space becomes
available. Therefore, we think this merger would ultimately be a benefit to an
ethnically diverse television audience in the United States.

---7
_'. Sincerely,.---;J // // .,,1
\~~=:~;'::~;:c~~

'--T~acy Jenkiw;//l
Vice presi~it~&tJeneralManager
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FNeI8/~~~nicar;ons GommlSa/OQ
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Mr, Michael K Powell
Chllirman
Fedet'ul Comml11tications Comtnission
445 l2ul Street, S\V
Washington, D,C. 20554

Dear Mr. Powell:

The pending merger of EchoStar and DirecTV has the potential to revolutionize
the country's communications market I write to ask for your commitment to
ensure the FCC's careful considemtion and expeditious review of the many
benefits this merger would bring America's consumers,

I believe this merger is in the best interests of corlsumers because it would open up
a new level of competition between satellite and cable within the pay-TV market
Consumers would receive the benefits ofilew programming, expanded coverage
oflocal channel~, and the delivery of high-speed Internet access and other
broadband services via iilltelllte,

FUI'thermote, the 11l't1l1osed merger has the poterltial to help bridge the so-called
'\ilgltlll divide" botvNIlil1111'blll1 ~tl1d rural residertls. The combined company will
be able to provide mudl-needed high-speed sat~llltc Internet and broadband
services to rural America.

In view of its potential benefits to consumers tll1d techllOlogical inrtovation, it is
my sincere hope that your agertcy will gl'l\llt this 11@TI(jlhg mel'ger a filiI' hearing al1d
timely approvllL

Sincerely,

,
1-.10, of copies rec'd!<.-__
List ABCOE
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State Capitol

201 West Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, MO 65101~6806

TeLe, 573-751-2108
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HOME ADDRESS
P.O. Box 104

Lake Spring, MO 65532
573-729-2572

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
455 12th Street, South West
Washington DC 20544

Dear Mr. Powell:

FRANK BARNITZ
State Representative

Districr 150

February 28, 2002

RECEfVED
APR " 9 2002:

Ftielll Communic:ations Comml88lon
OfIlce of 5eerellly

I respectfully request the assistance of the Federal Communications Commission in conducting
an investigation of the proposed merger of EchoStar Communications and Hughes Electronics' DirecTV
satellite services. This investigation should assess the potential impact on consumers. It is essential that
the FCC undertake a thorough review of the proposal

The availability and pricing of communication services, especially in the rural market, may be
negative. If the proposed merger is carried out, EchoStar Communication will control the nation's
satellite television market and consumers could be adversely impacted.

I whole heartily request the serious consideration of the FCC in investigating this merger and
await your decision.

Sincerely,

dLcu4A.(Q~'
Frank Bamitz
State Representative
District 150

o
.\~~. ofC~ rec'dl _
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FtbNlt)' III, 2002

'.
Chalnnlll Mldliltl PlIwell
Ftdtt&l Communlcatlon8 Commluloll
«5 12th SUI.W.
Wuhlllalon DC 20""

R.Cllnltltlt number III Ii 01·348

DlIlr Chalnnlll Powell:
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Ohio AUodation of Convenience Sto..

January 15, 2002

Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

REC
APR~, 9 200~

".9Il1i Communicllleno ~." .. ,., __
OfIfoeol~

The membership of the Ohio Association of Convenience Stores enthusiastically supports
the proposed merger of satellite TV carriers EchoStar and DIRECTV and we hope you
can do everything possible to see that this merger gets prompt approval from the FCC
and Department of Justice.

As business people, we are enthused about the expanded opportunities that would come
with the new company's ability to offer broadband services via satellite to every home in
Ohio. Every household in our state --- from the urban neighborhoods of Cleveland to the
farms of Southern Ohio ---- would have easy, affordable access to broadband technology.
This would be a free market cure for the problems of the "Digital Divide" and a great
opportunity for business and consumers, all without public expense.

The expanded technical capacity of the post-merger company would accelerate the
competition EchoStar and DIRECTV have already brought to cable TV companies. In
summary, we feel this merger is in the best interests of America and particularly good for
Ohio. Your support would be most welcome.

Sincerely,

;f,f;~
Executive Director '
Ohio Association of Convenience Stores

':,10 of Cqpiel; ree'd
.lsI ABCDE '-----

No. of Copies rec'd V
'lisIABCi,;: , '~-,-'

SO W.ltllrollclltrMt ·IIIIUIIOIO Columbut, Ohio 43215 (614) Ill·,allS
PAX (614) 111·7010
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APR to 9 2002

RECe'VfED

SENATE
~TATg Of bOUI~IANA

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission FelI'raJ Communll:uIO/lS liommll8ion
445 12th St. S,W. OffieeofSecI'8tlly
Was~o~D.C.20554

February 22, 2002

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

J~IlIlY A, TMOMllii;, M,~

§'f4'f~ §~i'j4'f§1l

1'1§'fIlI§'f f l!

•

Re: Docket #01-348

Dear Chainnan Powell:

The purpose ofmy letter is to state that I believe that the proposed merger
between EchoStar and Hughes Electronics could bring unique and exciting benefits to our
rural constituents.

The benefits to consumers will mean more programming choices and competitive
pricing. This merger, ifapproved by the F.C.C. and D.O.J., will provide an excellent
alternative to cable TV. Today cable TV controls nearly 80% ofthe pay television
household market with little or no competition. Real competition will only keep rapidly
growing cable prices down and will serve as an incentive for them to give the consumer
better service.

The underserved rural areas will also benefit from the merger because ofthe
potential use of interactive TV and broadband Internet access in schools and businesses.
The cost to install cable in rural areas is very high, and Direct Broadcast Satellite TV is
relatively inexpensive. The infrastructure for the merger is already in place.

Let us bridge the digital divide that exists between urban and rural communities.
This merger is pro-consumer, pro-competitio~ and pro-economy. I urge you to review
the facts and support the merger.

Best Regards,

~W-.-"4A-"'-'

erry A. Thomas, M.D.
Louisiana State Senate- District 12
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January 17,2002
EX PARTE OR
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED
APR ~ 92002,

Fell.,., Com!"unieations (,'ommlBSlOIl
otIica of Sscre1lly

Re: Support of Pending Merger ofDlRECTV and EchoStar Satellite Systems

Dear Chairman Powell:

As Governor ofLouisiana, I am writing in support of the proposed EchoStarlDIRECTV merger and
ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and timely review on its merits.

Creation ofa"new sIltellite com.flli11y with the size and technology to matth cable TV's offerings in
programming choices and high-speed Internet access would bllflllflt our stille's consumers and serve
as a healthy competitive stimulus for the plIy-TV market.

For those Louisiana communities already served by OlIllle lIfid sIltelllte providers, the addition of
satellite-delivered Internet services represents a competitive dholte. For our rura1 residents that are
not served by cable, satellite broadband wolild provide llffbtdllble access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look on the merger
favorably. It is my hope that the FCC wlllapprove it withOut UhnectlSllary delay or unreasonable
conditions.

Sincerely,

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.

JW

c: Congressman W.J. "BlIly" Tauzil1."
o
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House Execu[ive Committee

Ways and Means
Legislative Audi[ Advisory Council
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

T. TAYLOR TOWNSEND
District 23

February 18, 2002

r-,..",,~~,~}.~I?'c/: '>'~'J ~\..-', t ; ~" ,,~ j:'.;L

P. O. Box 756
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458-0756

E-Mail: larep023@legis.state.la.us
Telephone: (318) 357-7048

(888) 7l8.3414
faX' (318)357·7044

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D. C. 20554

Docket # 01-348

Fadel1ll Communica.liO:is liOmtniSSlon
OtIice of SecrclarJ

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to encourage you to support the pending merger between EchoStar and Direct TV. This
merger will provide many benefits to most Americans.

The merger between EchoStar and Direct TV will bring virtual third line, similar to the bundled
offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too expensive to serve.
The merger creates economies of scale necessary to offer competitively priced, high-speed Internet
access via satellite to my rural areas, especially businesses and school that do not have access to cable
modem service or DSL

The digital divide that exists beyond our inner cities, into rural areas of Louisiana will no longer exist
with the merger of this new company. Many rural citizens do not receive local broadcast signals
using an antenna, and are not served by cable. The merged companies will provide more
programming choices, lower costs, and better customer service that what is current!y available from
cable companies.

For many rural Americans, this merger offers the most realistic chance ofbringing an affordable high
speed Internet access service into their homes. I encourage you to review the facts and give it your
approval.

Sincerely,

J,~~,~L-
T. T;;orTownsend
Louisiana House of Representatives
District 23

TTT/rnrj

o
No. 01 CQPies rec'dL- _
List ABCDE
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529 Trnmel Road
Dry Creek, Louisiana 70637
Tdephoneo (337) 639·2118

(800) 259·2118
Home' (337) 639·2341
Fa'" (337) 639·4045

STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HERMAN RAY HILL
District 32

Vice Chainnan, Agriculture
Natural Resources
Ways and Means

Joint Legislative Committee on Capital Outlay

Honorable Michael Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St. S. W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

March4 2002

RECE'VED
I~PR t. 9 2002

Fedellll CommU"'''''liu,lS UomiOlssion
Office of 5ecrelar/

REF Docket: 01-348

I am writing this letter to urge you to support the merger between EchoStar and Hughes
Electronics. This combined company could bring unique and exciting benefits to many people in
our state.

A combined EchoStar and Hughes Electronics should provide the economies of scale and
buying power to expand services provided to all markets. The Combined company will also be
able to provide high-speed satellite Internet and broadband service with multilingual options at
competitive prices. By having this improved service many in our community could overcome the
barrier of access and this will benefit our young people and businesses.

It seems like there is a new and improved technology coming out each and every day.
This merged company could provide the rural parts of Louisiana with competitively priced access
to that ever changing technology and I hope you will seriously consider this matter.

::z:.-~;Jd
Herman Ray Hill
State Representative
District 32

I:lRIYcs .. "
.-, ..':
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APR t 9 2002

Fed'lII COmmunicariaos CommISSIOn
Office ofSecrallr/

ffAfi 01' LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF RJPMSBNTATIViS
MIOfAEb ('1, "MIItII" IffMIN, l;JVM

Oi,m,a14

March 4, 2002

Honorable Michael Powell, Chairman
Federal COIll1llunicatiollS COlllil1lSsion
445 12th St. S. W.
Washington DC 20554
Ref Docket: 01-348

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to encourage your favorable consideration of the pending merger of EchoStar
COlllilll111ications and Hughes Electronics. The new company will be an excellent competitor to cable
companies, which control 80% of the pay television households. With this increase in competition,
cable companies will be motivated to improve their own services at lower cost.

The new company would make a difIerence in many rural areas throughout om state that clm'ently do
not have access to high speed internet service. Direct Broadcast Satellite TV will be able to provide
interactive TV educational programs in most of our schools and videos on demand. Tllis will increase
educational oppol1unities and enable more quality programnling choices.

The merged company will also help to bridge the "digital divide" that exists between urban and nU'al
residents. The merger will bring a virtual t1lird line, similar to the bundled offerings of video and data
by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too expensive to serve.

By overcoming the baITier of access, homes aIld businesses and schools t1u'oughout the state of
Louisiana will benefit economically, f1nmcially, aIld acadenlically.

Please consider the facts md SUpp0l1 this merger. It is pro-consumer, pro-competition, md would allow
fast, atTordable, broadband service into the homes of many mral resident across the state.

Sincerely,

Michael . "Mike" Strain, DVM
Lou' 'ana State Representative
District 74 No. of Copies rec'dL.-_O__

UstABeDE
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Honorable Michael Powell,
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commissio~ECEIVED
445 12th St. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ref Docket: 0 I-348

Dear Chainnan Powell:

Federal COmmUnJcalio!lS CommISsIOn
Office of Secrelaly

I firmly believe that the merger between EchoStar Communications and Hughes Electronics
would provide significant benefits to consumers throughout our state. Over the past 20-years,
EchoStar Communications has demonstrated various industry firsts and this newly merged company
would be able to continue improving service and quality programming to rural residents everywhere.

The company will be able to effectively compete in an environment against other dominant US
cable companies. Currently consumers located in urban areas are offered a choice between cable
television and satellite service; people in rural areas are not always fortunate to have a choice. Local
to-local broadcasting will be improved and offered to all markets and quality programming will be
able to reach homes, businesses; and schools.

The digital divide that currently exists must be eliminated.. High-speed Internet access would
be provided through satellite to many rural areas that cable has deemed too expensive to install. This
merger will help to bridge the gap between urban and rural areas.

EchoStar's nationwide pricing plan offers customers a fair package or options, including more
programming choices, interactive services, and video on demand, at competitive prices.

I urge you to seriously consider the positive effect that this new company would have on our
state and nation. Please support the merger favorable and enable all Americans to have the same
opportunities and choices no matter where they live.

cQ;~~
Cliarles Hudson
State Representative, District 40

o
No. of Copies l'ElC'd~__
UstABCDE
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